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MEXICAN WAR HEROES—Returned soldiers Co. B
OVI, Mexican War, 1846-48, are shown above. The only
soldier that can be identified is Captain Otto Zirkel, the
man with the sword. Raymond Zirkel, of the Shrine
recorder office, Masonic Temple, is a grandson of
Captain Zirkel. i
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Of War in Mexico,

- By GILBERT F. DODDS ' +

When Capt. Otto Zirkel of Co. B of the Fourth Regi-|,
ment of Ohio Volunteers returned from the Mexican War].
in July 1848, his ¢company had been reduced from a com-|:

plement of 17 officers and 78 privates to 24 men.

They had participated in a war
in which success had attended the
American Army in every engage-
ment. Perhaps it was the first
war in history in which no defeat
was sustained by one party and
no victory won by the other. The
reduction of the number of men
in this company was not due to
loss in battle only, but to disease
and transfers to other companies.

In May 1847, two companies
of noldiers, B and E, left Co-
lumbus for Cincinnati where
they were mustered into the
U'nited States Army. Otto Zirkel
was captain of Company B and
Mitchell Lilly was captain of
Company E. They were made
part of the 4th Regiment of
Ohio Volunteers and left Cin-
cinnati July 1, 1847, for New
Orleans by steamboat.

They crossed the Gulf of Mexico
on the steamer Telegraph, land-
ing near the mouth of the Rio
Grande River where they were
made a part of Gen. Zachary
Taylor's army. They proceeded
to Vera Cruz, arriving there 11
davs later. |

The two companies did garrison
duty at Vera Cruz and engaged
in many skirmishes. The battle in
which the 4th Regiment bore an
honorable part was Atlexco, Mex.,
Oct. 19, 1847. This was almost
the Jast engagement 1in the
northern provinces of Mexico and
the following summer the regi-
ment returned to Cincinnati where
on July 18, 1848, it was mustered
out of service.

Word had already reached Co-
lumbus that the two companies
were on their return from the

war. An editorial in the Ohio
State Journal of July 8 suggested
a reception for the returned
heroes., saying, “Let not that
reception be partisan.”

crowd, under the leadership of
Mayor Alexander Patton, met in
the Counci! Chambers, July 11,
and selected a reception com-
mittee of 45 prominent citizens.

The two companies arrived in
Columbus Thursday July 27,
1848 when a grateful populace
gave them a rousing reception
and presented Col. George Mor-
gan of Mt. Vernon with a $500
swaord.

The reception ended a few days

later at Stewart's Grove whenj

a banquet, with music, speeches
and toasts, was given in honor
of the returned heroes.

The

service were as follows: Otto
Zirkel, captain; George Cullum
and Edward Roessler, first lieu-
tenants; Frederick Schmidt and

Herman W. Jaeger, second lieu-|
tenants; Edward Lilly, William|
Schneider and John KXKern, first|
sergeants: John Rickenbacker and |

Frederick Ruff, sergeants; Charles
Stephany, Andrew Reinhart, Peter
Frendberger, George A. Fuchs
and Mathias Ruff, corporals; and
Henry Snyder and Wilmar Si-
mons, musicians.

In re-|.
sponse to the suggestion, a large|
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