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YESTERYEAR
ULL OF
FUN

W{A’l’ WAS the social life in early
Columbus like? Newspapers of the day -
chronicled from time to time some of the
social interaction in the commuunity.

There can be no doubt in the minds of

' readers of newspapers from 1820 to 1850
that social hfe in Columbus was merry and
worthwhile, but it was not until the 1850s
that notable social affairs of importance are
recorded in the various chronicles of
Columbus.

Equestrianism began to be popular as a
social recreation early in the 1850s and from
that time on there are records of parties of

cavaliers and their fair companions dashing
through Columbus streets and along outlying
throroughfares. Cavalcades of 20 and even

50 couples are mentioned, some going to the
country and others coming to the city for
such pleasantries as it offered.

May parties, particularly for children,
were common in the 1840s and 1850s. If the
weather was bad, they were held indoors,
usually at one of the hotels. The May festival
of the schools usually took place at Stewart’s
Grove, south of the city.

'The inauguration soirees and balls of the
early 1850s were notabie. In April 1838, a
‘*legislative farewell”” was given by Mr. and
Mrs. Kelsey, the host and hostess of the
American House. In 1854 an inauguration
ball in honor of Gov. Medill took place at the
Neil House. The installation of the state
executive was thereafter usually celebrated
by biz festivities, until the outbreak of ihe
Civii War.

White Sulphur Springs, in Delaware
County, was a favorite pleasure resort of
Columbus people during the 1850s and the
early 1860s, just as the Springs Hotel, now
a part of Ohio Wesleyan University in the
city of Delaware, had been at an earlier date.
In 1860, the grounds of White Sulphur
Springs were purchased .by the state for a
home for girls.

Among the unique social events of the
{ater period were those termed necktie, leap
year, surprise and ghost parties, ladies’
receptions to gentlemen, Dickens parties,
cooking clubs, dairymaids’ festivals, pound
socials, and trade carnivals. There were
others designed for charitable purposes, and
not of a purely social character.

The dances and parties of military and
fire companies, secret societies and other
such organizations, together with church

fairs and bazaars, were numerous.
Myron T. Seifert
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